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Editor's Notes 
The i dea  for th i s  i s sue was conceived short l y after the concl u s i on of the 
pane l ,  "Batt l i ng  Wh i te Sup remacy w i th Ethn i c  Stud ies" a t  the 34th annua l  confer­
ence of the Nat ion a l  Assoc i at ion for Ethn i c  Stud ies in  San Franc i sco.  A suggest ion 
was  made to pub l i s h  a spec i a l  i s sue on a s u bject exp lo r i ng  "Cr i t i c a l  Race Stu d ies" 
or  "Crit i ca l  Wh i te Stud ies ." As it turned out th ree of  the or ig i n a l  pane l  p resenters 
were i nterested in p a rt i c i pat i ng in the i n i t i at ive; h a rd l y  enough for a p ub l i cat ion .  
The a rt ic les  by Re i l and Rabaka, R. Soph i e  Statzel and I s abe l l  Cserno a re based on 
the i r conference papers .  As i t  fu rther turned out, I h ad  other  p apers i n  the rev iew 
process wh ich were themati ca l l y  cons i stent w i th the p ane l  p a pers. I be l i eve the ar­
t i c les  com pr i s i ng th i s  i s sue make a va l u a b l e  contr i but ion  to the ongo ing  d i s cou rse 
a bout the conti n u i ng  s ign i fi cance of  "race" i n  the Un i ted States and other soc iet ies .  
The contr i bu tors to th is  i s sue br ing our attent ion to some of the cont i n i ng  
and press ing matters rel a t i ng to  t he  domest ic  and i nternat iona l  ram i fi cat ions of  
wh i te sup remacy. I n  'The Sou l s  of  Wh i te Fo l k: WE.B. Dubo i s's  Cr i t i que  of Wh i te 
Sup remacy and the Contr i b ut ions to Cri t i c a l  Wh i te Stud ies" Re i l and Rabaka  p ro ­
v i des an  ana l ys i s  of DuBo i s's  a rt i c l e  "The Sou l s  of  Wh i te Fo l k" a nd  i ts cr i t i q u e  o f  
wh i te su premacy. The author a rgues j u s t  as d i d  DuB ios, Afri cana  Stud i es m ust 
jo in the cr i t i c a l  wh i te stud i es d i scou rse.  R. Soph i e  Statze l 's  a rt i c l e  'The Aparthe i d  
Consc i ence: Gender, Race, a nd  Re- i m ag i n i ng t h e  Wh i te N at ion i n  Cyberspace" 
exp lores the extent to wh i ch an a p a rthe id  mora l i ty ex i sts in the Un i ted States .  By 
d rawing on i nS ights from cr i t i c a l  wh i te stud ies she exam i nes the d i scourse ca rr ied 
out th rough the on l i ne hub of  a contem pora ry wh i te n at i ona l i s t  movement, Storm ­
front.org. The author observes that  there a re h i stor i c a l  and  contem porary reasons 
for organ izat ions such  as  th i s  to fl our i sh .  Jonathan Gay les  and Sarah  Tob i n' s  a r­
t i c l e, 'Wh i te Concept ions of  Rac i a l  H i e ra rchy: Tem pora ry versus Perm anent Pref­
erences" i s  an emp i r i c a l l y  b ased a rgument that  some wh i te Ameri cans ho l d  to a 
pers i stent bel i ef  that  Afri can Amer icans a re a SOC i a l l y  d i stant grou p. 'Wh i teness 
Stud ies and the Co lon i a l  Aesthet i c :  Western Popu l a r  Cul tu re and  the Rep resenta ­
t ions  of  Race" by I s abe l l Cserno i s  an  ana l ys i s  of and commentary about  how the 
aesthet i c of "wh i teness" was/i s used to ma i nta i n  co lon i a l  dom inance of  i nd igenous 
peop les' c u l tu ra l  p roducts. In the fi n a l  a rt i c l e, "Refl ect i ons on Rac i a l  I dent i fy and  
the  B l ack  Movement i n  the Un i ted States and Braz i l" Dav id  Cov i n  br i ngs to  ou r  
attent i on how t he  construct of race i s  understood and exper ienced i n  t he  Afr i can  
d i aspora .  Th i s  a rt i c l e  br i ngs to the forefront how Afri can  peop l e  can  deve lop  d i f­
ferent concept ions of  themsel ves i n  d i fferent spaces, p l a ces and  t imes .  
These a rt i c les  d raw our attent ion to the ongo i ng  d i scourse on race and 
cha l lenge scho l a rs to be m i ndfu l  of  the wide swath covered by the convers at i on  
a bout"race stud ies." 
